Calendar No. 825 


82p CoNGRESS t f Report 
7 No. 880 


_Ast Session 
—— 


MARIA RHEE, MRS. SEUNGHWA AHN, AND MOO HEI AHN 


BER 1, 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 8S. 1052] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1052) for the relief of Maria Rhee, Mrs. Seunghwa Ahn, and Moo 
Hei Ahn, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon with 
amendments and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENTS 


1. Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That for the purposes of the immigration and naturalization laws, Maria Rhee 
shall be held and considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States 
for permanent residence as of the date of the enactment of this Act, upon payment 
of the required visa fee and head tax. Upon the granting of permanent. residence 
to such alien as provided for in this Act, the Secretary of State shall instruct the 
proper quota-control officer to deduct one number from the appropriate quota 
for the first year that such quota is available. 

2. Amend the title of the bill to read “A bill for the relief of Maria 

” 
Rhee”’. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of 
permanent residence in the United States to Maria Rhee. The bill 
provides for an appropriate quota deduction and for the payment 
of the required visa fee and head tax. 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 76-year-old native and citizen of 
Korea who last entered the United States as a visitor on January 
8, 1951. She resides in Rehoboth, Mass., with her son, Daniel Rhee, 
who was lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent resi- 
dence on November 26, 1923. Mrs. Rhee stated that the Com- 
munists had killed her husband, a son, and her daughter and five 
grandchildren. 

A letter dated September 7, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

SEPTEMBER 7, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarRRAN, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1052) for the relief of Maria Rhee, 
Mrs. Seunghwa Ahn, and Moo Hei Ahn, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Maria Rhee, Mrs. Seunghwa Ahn and Moo Hei 
Ahn shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for 
permanent residence as of the date of its enactment, upon the payment of the 
required visa fees and head taxes. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that the aliens are citizens and natives of Korea: Mrs. Maria Rhee 
was born in Kyunggido, Korea, on February 11, 1875; Mrs. Seunghwa Ahn was 
born in Pyeng Yank, Korea, on August 14, 1912; and her daughter Moo Hei 
Ahn was born in Seoul, Korea, on July 12, 1950. The aliens entered the United 
States at Anchorage, Alaska, on January 8, 1951, being admitted under section 
3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924, as visitors for a period ending July 1, 1951. 
Mrs. Ahn and her child were accompanied by the husband-father, Mr. Ahn, 
a lawful resident alien. 

Mrs. Maria Rhee lives with and is dependent upon her son, Daniel Rhee, of 
Rehoboth, Mass. Mrs. Rhee stated that the Communists had killed her husband, 
a son, and her daughter and five grandchildren. Daniel Rhee was admitted to the 
United States for permanent residence on November 26, 1923. He owns the Rhee 
Elastic Thread Corp., Warren, R. I. 

Mrs. Seunghwa Ahn was formerly a teacher at the Women’s Bible School 
operated by the American Presbyterian Missionary Congregation in Pyeng Yang, 
Korea. Her parents are believed to have been killed by the Communists. Her 
husband is a native of Korea, who was first admitted to the United States for 
permanent residence in 1924. He is employed by the Sun Life Insurance Co., 
at a salary of about $5,000 per annum, and has assets of approximately $18,000. 
He served as special attaché in the employ of the First United States Marine 
Division in Korea from July to December 1950. 

The aliens, being of the Korean race, are ineligible for naturalization under the 
provisions of section 303 of the Nationality Act of 1940, and are inadmissible 
to this country for permanent residence under section 13 (c) of the Immigration 
Act of 1924. Their cases are similar to those of numerous other aliens who wish 
to enter the United States for permanent residence but are unable to do so either 
because they are ineligible for citizenship or because the quotas to which they 
are chargeable are oversubscribed. The record, however, fails to present facts 
justifying the enactment of special legislation in the aliens’ behalf. Relief from 
provisions of existing law which preclude the admission for permanent residence 
of aliens of the Korean race should be granted indiscriminately by the enactment 
of general legislation, rather than by special legislation in individual cases. 

Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of the 
measure. 

Yours sincerely, 





Deputy Attorney General. 
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It will be noted that the bill as originally drafted not only provided 
relief for Maria Rhee but also provided relief for Mrs. Seunghwa Ahn 
and her daughter, Moo Hei Ahn. However, the above report from the 
Deputy Attorney General discloses that Mrs. Seunghwa Ahn and her 
daughter are the wife and child of a lawful resident of the United 
States. As such it appears that they will be eligible for an administra- 
tive adjustment of their status under the provisions of section 19 (c) 
of the Immigration Act of 1917, as amended. The bill has therefore 
been amended to provide only for the relief of Maria Rhee. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1052), as amended, should be enacted. 
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